[Possible use of the autotransfusion technic in pediatric heart surgery].
Consequential miniaturization of the apparatus for extracorporeal circulation and its simple connection, by introduction of haemodilution into perfusion technique along with careful surgical technique and the introduction of the principle of autotransfusion made it possible to reduce the consumption of donor blood in our department during the last six years to 25%. Autotransfusion proved to be in children weighing more than 15 kg a safe method. In the first half of 1989 we made 194 operations of the open heart. 167 patients (i.e. 86%) of this number did not require preserved blood in the primary filling of the apparatus for extracorporeal circulation. In a group of 100 patients weighing more than 15 kg in 65% the method of autotransfusion was applied; 55% of the patients did not need donor blood in the course of hospitalization.